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IKE. ADLAI DO BADLY ON INTEGRATION 


T: put it rather sardonically: How- 
ever you vote November 6, you can vote 
with a clear conscience—either party’s 
presidential candidate is likely to do as 
muc!' as the other in regard to gain- 
ing «nforcement of the Supreme Court’s 
desevregation decrees. Both have dis- 
played an equal lack of zeal on the issue. 

At this writing Adlai Stevenson’s 
boldest venture has been a recitation of 
the Democratic Party’s milk-toast civil 
rights plank before an audience in Hot 
Springs, Ark. 

This display of daring was matched 
by Vice-President Nixon, who disclosed 
in Texas that he was an honorary mem- 
ber of the NAACP. 

But the gestures seemed to be hot- 
house, calculated things when contrasted 
with the opportunities the Democratic 
and Republican contenders did not take. 

Stevenson and Kefauver passed with- 
in a block of the mob-besieged high 
school at Clinton, Tenn., on their whirl- 
wind tour of strategic regional centers. 
They passed without comment. 

President Eisenhower expressed ignor- 
ance of how Texas’ Governor Shivers 
had openly and explicitly defied a fed- 
eral court by ordering the transfer of 
Negro students from the Mansfield 
school. Later, in an indignant speech 
about violence in the South, he outlined 
—somewhat sketchily — a procedure 
whereby federal marshals would back 
up the courts. 
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But, although Eisenhower is president 
right now and Shivers’ defiance still 
stands, nothing has been done. 


Nor has Nixon declared how he feels 
about his fellow NAACP members in 
Texas being proscribed by a state court. 


And in Washington two Congressmen 
from Mississippi and Georgia dragged 
out an obscene inquiry into school in- 
tegration at the nation’s capital, while 
party ieaders made disapproving noises 
but professed themselves impotent to 
stop the show. 


By contrast, tons of rhetoric have been 
expended on the farm problem, on Alger 
Hiss, and on who did or didn’t appease 
Juan Peron. 


REV. JOHN H. KNIBB, JR. 





IS DIXIE DESTROYING ITS BEST SEED? 


A young white minister has written 
us telling how he was obliged to leave 
Virginia and move to Illinois, simply be- 
cause he wrote a letter to a newspaper 
expressing opposition to school segrega- 
tion. 

His is only the latest story of forced 
exile and hardship we have heard. On 
pages two and three of this issue we 
print reports from embattled white in- 
tegrationists in Georgia and Kentucky. 

In another instance: Robert D. Barnes, 
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce edi- 
tor fired because of his membership on 
the SCEF board, was able to find new 
employment no further South than Phil- 
adelphia. 


His suit against the Louisiana Em- 
ployment Service for denying him un- 
employment compensation on the ground 
that he had “engaged in activities inimi- 
cal to his employer” got dubious recep- 
tion in a circuit court. Judge Louis 
Yarrut remanded the case for another 
hearing by the employment agency— 
without any indication that the agency 
should consider the matter in a different 
light. Yarrut said from the bench that 
he had prepared himself for the Barnes 
case by reading the Eastland report, 
etc., on the SCEF. 

Most of the victims of the purge are 
young white Southerners. Roy Wilkins 
of the NAACP spoke truly when he said 
that the White Citizens Councils have 
been more active and effective against 
whites than they have against Negroes. 


Most of the victims of the purge knew 
pretty much in advance what trouble 
awaited them. They spoke out and acted 
from deep moral conviction, without 
trimming their consciences to suit the 
prevailing bigoted breeze. 

Most of the victims of the purge did 
not go out of their way to find trouble. 
As competent, creative people in their 
various professions they found that race 
prejudice blocked them from doing their 
jobs as well as they knew they could be 
doing them. So they took their stands. 


One could easily draw the conclusion 
that the South, in its current tail-chasing 
rage against simple decency, is destroy- 
ing its best seed. The migration else- 
where of talented Negroes seeking edu- 
cation and employment has been going 
on for years. To this now can be added 
the exodus of valuable young whites. 


And such might be the result—the 
Deep South states, which in recent years 
have made gains toward a standard of 
living and culture equal to that of the 
rest of the country, could subside and 
submerge into a stagnant feudalism com- 
parable to that prevailing at the end 
of the 19th Century. 

On the other hand, there are these 
reasons for a brighter outlook: First, 
not all the young people of courage have 
been ousted. They are sticking—living 
“on air’ out of a determination not to 
yield their Southern birthright to ter- 
rorists—and their example is shaming 

(Continued on Page 4.) 
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The smooth inauguration of integra- 
tion in the public schools of Louisville, 
Ky., drew national acclaim. 

The following is a report from seven 
Louisvillians who know the city well— 
its best and its worst sides. They are 
the defendants in what has become 
known internationally as The Braden 
Case—victims of the “sedition” prosecu- 
tion which ensued after they assisted a 
Negro couple purchase a home in a 
“white” neighborhood. 

* % % 
Dear Friends: 

We are writing to thank you for your 
support in our 24-year struggle against 
state sedition laws and segregation in 
Kentucky. We want at the same time to 
bring you up to date on our situation. 

You probably know that the Kentucky 
Court of Appeals set aside the 15-year 
sentence and $5,000 fine imposed on Carl 
Braden. His conviction was reversed 
June 22, 1956, in compliance with the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling of April 2 
that state sedition laws are inoperative. 
The lower court in Louisville waited un- 
til Aug. 14 to release the $40,000 bona 
posted by Carl, and this money has now 
been returned to those who provided it. 

It was assumed that the reversal would 
mean automatic dismissal of charges 
against the six other defendants, since 
the indictments were identical. How- 
ever, Judge L. R. Curtis of Criminal 
Court has refused to dismiss the other 
indictments because of opposition from 
the prosecutor, Commonwealth’s Attor- 
ney A. Scott Hamilton. 

The prosecutor claimed he might want 
to try the others for sedition against 
Kentucky alone, although the charge of 
alleged sedition against Kentucky had 
been a part of the indictment against 
Carl Braden. Hamilton said he also 
wants to keep the books and private 
papers illegally seized at the homes of 
the defendants. He told Judge Curtis he 
would have to return these if the charges 
were dropped. 

Our next appearance in court is still 
set for Nov. 12. We hope the charges 
will be dismissed at that time. However, 
there appears to be an understanding 
among the states to keep “sedition” 
prosecutions alive in the hope that Con- 
gress will validate state sedition laws. 
Prosecutions arising under the outlawed 
sedition statutes are still pending in New 
Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, in 
addition to Kentucky. In the South, 
these laws remain a threat against those 
working for an end of racial segregation 
and discrimination. 

All of those involved in the case are 
trying to put their lives ‘back together 


2 


THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 
HOW THE BRADEN CASE QUICKENED LOUISVILLE’S CONSCIENCE 


and to look to the future. We who were 
charged with sedition have had trouble 
finding jobs or holding jobs once we get 
them. For this reason, some of us have 
had to leave Louisville to get employ- 
ment, but others are hoping to stay here. 
They want to remain in the South, where 
there is still much to be done. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Wade IV, the 
Negro couple whose efforts to obtain 
decent housing led to such bitter re- 
prisals against them and the white peo- 
ple who supported them, are still in a 
court battle over possession of the house 
in the suburbs. Foreclosure suits by the 
bank and the builder are still pending in 
Circuit Court. The house has not been 
repaired since it was dynamited by 


neighborhood racists on June 27, 1954. 
Because of the dispute over ownership, 
the court is still holding $5,500 paid by 
the insurance company. 


It will interest you to know that An- 
drew Wade—undaunted by all that hap- 
pened to him as a result of his search for 
a house—was among Negroes who took 
the lead this year in breaking down seg- 
regation in Louisville parks, once legal 
obstacles were removed by the courts. 

Another heartening development must 
be mentioned. On Sept. 10, 1956, both 
Louisville and Jefferson County desegre- 
gated their schools without incident. The 
actual amount of integration was disap- 
pointing to some, for the school board 
had encouraged white parents to trans- 
fer children out of previously all-Negro 
schools and Negro parents to transfer 
children out of previously all-white 
schools. But, despite this, there are nu- 
merous mixed classes in both elementary 
and high schools. It was a real step 
forward for this city on the edge of 
Mason and Dixon’s Line. 

Many people believe that the smooth- 
ness with which this was accomplished 
was at least partly due to the lessons 
learned in Louisville as a result of the 
violence against the Wades. You will 
recall that the original Supreme Court 
deciison on school segregation was hand- 
ed down in May, 1954, just as the Wades 
took possession of their house—and it 
was dynamited shortly thereafter. 

People of good will in the community 
were amazed, as were we, at the fury 
which efforts at racial integration had 
aroused in this border city. Many of 
these people remained silent during the 
attacks on the Wades and their friends, 
but they evidently resolved that this kind 
of thing would not be allowed to happen 
again. In the fall of 1954 they began to 
prepare the community for peaceful 
school integration. 

As a result, people who were neutral 


and silent 24. years ago are now active. 
ly supporting integration moves. The 
rabid segregationists are still active, too, 
The same ones who helped incite vio- 
lence against the Wades formed a White 
Citizens Council and tried to organize 
opposition to integrated schools. But this 
time, encouraged by many influential 
citizens, the police let it be known that 
troublemakers would be arrested. There 
was no trouble. 


Louisville had come a long way in two 
years. Much, it is true, remains to be 
done: the problem of segregated housing 
remains much as it was two years ago; 
more complete school integration must 
be achieved, and job discrimination is 
still a major problem. But progress has 
been made. If we have contributed to 
that progress—even if merely by serving 
as lightning rods for some of the ancient 
prejudice and fury—we feel that our ef- 
forts were not in vain. 

Gratefully yours, 
VERNON BOWN LEWIs LUBKA 
CARL BRADEN LOUISE GILBERT 
I. O. Forp LARUE SPIKER 
ANNE BRADEN 
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THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 
KOINONIA FARM: ECONOMIC BLOCKADE, LEGAL SNIPING 


In last month’s issue we carried a re- 
port from Koinonia Farm in Americus, 
Ga., describing the difficulties that inter- 
racial! cooperative venture is experienc- 
ing. The following is excerpted from 
another newsletter issued by the group 
whose leader is a Baptist minister, 
Clarence L. Jordan. 

oe a oa * 

THE SPARK—For nearly 14 years 
Koinonia has sought to maintain a wit- 
ness to Christian brotherhood in a pow- 
der-keg situation. There have been many 
ups and downs and difficult situations, 
but sooner or later things eased off. 
About four months ago Clarence Jordan 
was asked to sign applications of two 
Negro students who wished to enroll in 
the Ga. Business College (white). The 
applications required the signatures of 
two alumni of the University system, 
and Clarence is an alumnus of the U.of 
Ga. Accompanied by Harry Atkinson 
from Koinonia, Clarence went to Atlanta 
to interview the students and to talk 
with professors at Morehouse College 
and other interested persons. He found 
that the students were not seeking to 
make a test case, but actually wanted 
the training which they could not get 
anywhere else in Atlanta. 

Clarence and Harry then suggested to 
the students that instead of getting in 
line, as they had planned, with the 
white students and seeking to register, 
that they first talk the matter over with 
the president of the college and see if 
he could make some suggestion as to 
how they might get the same or equal 
courses. To this they agreed, so Clar- 
ence made an appointment with Presi- 
dent Sparks for the next morning. Dr. 
Sam Williams, professor of philosophy at 
Morehouse, and Rev. Jim Weldon, pastor 
of Oak Grove Methodist Church in At- 
lanta, and also an alumnus of the U. of 
Ga., went with Clarence and the students 
to talk with the president. 

The group was received very graci- 
ously and found the president quite in 
sympathy with the problem. He called in 
the registrar to see if something could be 
done about enrolling the students, but the 
registrar said that the applications must 
be signed by two alumni of that particu- 
lar institution, not the U. of Ga. (Up to 
this point Clarence had not signed the 
applications and because he now was 
disqualified, he never did sign them 
though the newspapers reported his do- 
ing so.) President Sparks seemed to 
sense that the signature requirement was 
a technical dodge, and suggested that 
we pursue the matter further by taking 
it up with the executive secretary of 
the Board of Regents. He then called 


the Secretary and made an immediate 
appointment for us. 

Here again we were very kindly re- 
ceived. But the secretary told us it was 
a big problem, and asked that we give 
him a few days to think it over. This 
was agreed upon, and he thanked us 
very profusely for the Christian spirit 
in which we had come. He was well 
aware that he could have had a situation 
on his hands similar to that when Miss 
Lucy sought enrollment at the U. of 
Alabama. 

Harry and Clarence then returned to 
Americus, to find that Gov. Griffin had 
already called up the sheriff down here 





REV. CLARENCE JORDAN 


to find out about “this Jordan fellow” 
and what he was up to. The Americus 
Times-Recorder had headlines to the ef- 
fect that an Americus man, resident of 
Koinonia Farm, had signed applications 
of Negroes to Ga. Business College. This 
got everybody a little bit excited. Clar- 
ence began receiving threatening anony- 
ous phone calls. 

A few days later, the first insurance 
cancellation came through. Later all in- 
surance was cancelled. Retail merchants, 
who had been handling our eggs for 
years, began dropping us. Practically all 
of our attractive, hand-made highway 
signs, advertising our roadside market, 
were pulled up and broken. We fixed 
them and put them back up. They were 
pulled down again. We put them back 
up. This continued until last week when 
they not only took them up but hauled 
them off. So temporarily, they’ve won. 

Pistol shots were fired into the Road- 
side Market, located on U.S. 19, about 
four miles from the main farm, which is 


* 


on Ga. 49. Shots were also fired into 
the community. No one has been hit. 

THE INJUNCTION—For a number of 
years Koinonia has conducted each sum- 
mer a Vacation Bible School which was 
attended by Negro children. Last year 
it was decided to try something more in- 
tensive, so a summer camp for children 
8-12 was held. Though the facilities 
were quite inadequate, the camp was very 
successful, with about 30 children of 
both races attending. 

This year we spent several thousand 
dollars expanding and improving the 
facilities. The camp was booked to ca- 
pacity with an enrollment of 36. Last 
minute preparations were being made 
to get everything in readiness. Then on 
June 9, a few days before the camp was 
to open, we were served with a court in- 
junction restraining us from having the 
camp. The injunction was brought by the 
County Health Department on “health 
and sanitation” grounds. A hearing was 
set for July 2. 

At the July 2 hearing there were ob- 
viously no grounds for the continuation 
of the injunction, but the County Attor- 
ney asked that the hearing be postponed 
until July 19 because he “had not had 
time to prepare the case.” In the mean- 
time, the camp had been transferred to 
the Highlander Folk School at Mont- 
eagle, Tenn., where it opened on schedule. 

Before the July 19 hearing, we were 
served with another petition signed by 
four citizens who asked the court that 
they be allowed to join the county in 
prosecuting the case because the camp 
would be “a detriment to the morals of 
the children.” These citizens employed 
a powerful Americus law firm to repre- 
sent them. 

On July 19 we appeared in court with 
no lawyer (we had been unable to secure 
local counsel). The court room was 
packed. The judge looked over the sit- 
uation and decided that it would be a 
“wrangle between the Gospel and the 
law” (his words). He therefore ordered 
another postponement until Sept. 20. 

We would have been quite willing to 
drop it there, but the County Attorney 
said he thought the injunction applied 
to Koinonia’s open door policy of having 
anyone visit us at any time. Because 
this involved a deep principle—the right 
of free citizens to have guests in their 
homes—we decided to employ a lawyer to 
help us fight this through. On Sept. 23 
the injunction was dissolved as being 
“moot.” 

On July 23 our Roadside Market was 
dynamited, about which we have already 
written. 

(Continued on Page 4.) 
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Purge 
(Continued from Page 1.) 
the timid into a more forthright stand. 

Second, the harshness and lack of 
reason in the reprisals against those 
espousing integration have alarmed 
many persons who would otherwise pre- 
fer to remain neutral. They are coming 
to realize that neutrality is impossible 
—and that the objectives of the racists 
are unthinkable. 

The Rev. John H. Knibb, Jr., now 
pastor of the Mackinaw (Ill.) Christian 
Church, is the minister who had to leave 
Virginia. He expresses this concept of 
his duties: 

“This isn’t to say that there are not 
times when it is prudent to keep silent. 
There are such times. But no minister 
who is conscientious about his work and 
who takes his responsibilities seriously, 
can remain forever silent about the evils 
he sees around him, and keep a clear 
conscience before God. Wherever I go, 
I may never be a popular preacher, but 
by the help of God, I’ll be an honest one, 
or none.” 


Koinonia Farm 


(Continued from Page 3.) 
An airplane company recently refused 
to dust our cotton for bollweevil when 
they discovered that it was on “that 


farm.” 

Several days ago State Farm Insur- 
ance Company cancelled all of our auto 
insurance (six policies covering liability, 
collision, fire, theft, etc.) Meanwhile 
an Atlanta insurance firm is seeking 
to keep our property covered and will 
help us get auto insurance. 

A number of local ministers and lead- 
ing laymen have come to us “by night” 
and assured us of their loving concern. 
In one church, after a Sunday School 
lesson on the persecution of early Chris- 
tians, a motion was made to take up an 
offering to help Koinonia repair its dy- 
namited market. This, too, caused an 
explosion. 
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By ALFRED MAUND 

It is time somebody said a good word 
for the pig. 

Everybody—even unconsciously—picks 
on the poor creature, slandering it every 
day with such remarks as “dirty as a 
hog,” “ugly as a sow,” “wild as a boar,” 
etc. 

It is time to look at the good qualities 
of the pig. 

Did you know, for example, that the 
great naturalist W. H. Hudson said that 
the pig was the most intelligent of ani- 
mals—that the dog didn’t “even come 
close” on tests that he conducted? 

Did you know that some of the preju- 
dice against eating pork doesn’t have 
anything to do with the meat being un- 
clean—it dates from ancient days when 
the pig was considered holy. Ancient 
peoples credited the animal with teaching 
man how to plow, by its rooting in the 
ground. 

And the pig could be the cleanest of 
animals, if given half a chance. Its skin 
pores are such that, like its cousin, the 
hippopotamus, it needs to bathe often in 
water to keep cool. It bathes in dirty 
mud, not through choice, but because 
the farmer is too lazy to give it a clean 
pool. 

Wild boars, despite their fierce tusks, 
are not dangerous prowlers. They only 
fight when cornered; they generally be- 
lieve in letting man and beast alone. 

A pig’s nervous system is highly de- 


veloped and sensitive. In the Middle Age; 
doctors, forbidden to study human ea. 
davers, used pig carcasses as the next. 
best thing. Trained pigs used to be great 
vaudeville headliners. 


Pigs make fine pets. A case is on rec. 
ord where a pet pig, reared among dogs, 
used to bark and chase after automobiles 
like the rest of the “gang.” 


So why all the bad reputation for the 
hapless pig? 

I think it is because people are slightly 
embarrassed by the creature. They ree- 
ognize that it has the same essential 
qualities as a horse or a dog—but there 
is no place in our society for it except the 
slaughter pen. They don’t like the idea 
of raising a living, feeling being purely 
for the purpose of killing and eating it, 
so they numb their consciences by revil- 
ing the animal. 

Well, maybe all this sermon doesn't 
add up to a used porkchop bone, but | 
do feel that from the pig’s plight we can 
learn something about people. What | 
mean is when you hear somebody making 
up slanders against Negroes, Jews, Cath- 
olics, or whatever group, then you can 
pretty well bet they have a guilty con- 
science. And if you want to find out why 
they have a guilty conscience, just look 
around and see how they are selfishly 
mistreating the people they abuse—treat. 
ing them the way you’d treat a pig, 
so to speak. 





An amazing number of local people 
have gone out of their way to be friendly 
and to let us know that though they may 
not be able to agree with us, neither can 
they agree with the methods being used 
against us. The local newspaper has 
been surprisingly neutral and impartial. 
The situation is by no means all dark- 
ness. The Gospel is lying heavily upen 
the hearts of many people in this county. 
We believe that in time they will re- 
spond and join with a mighty “Thus said 
the LORD.” Victory may be closer than 
we think. 

Space prevents our giving more details 
of the physical, legal and economic pres- 


sures which are being applied to us. 
But we cannot close without thanking the 
many friends throughout the South and 
nation who have rallied around us with 
their spiritual, moral and financial help. 
You have greatly encouraged and 
strengthened us. We shall seek to be 
true to you who love us and to Him who 
has called us and te the people who mis- 
understand us. Regardless of what hap- 
pens to us, may our witness be clear and 
true, and may our hearts be free from all 
malice and completely filled with love 
and compassion. 

—from all of us at Koinonia Farm, Rt. 
2, Americus, Ga. 
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